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Spiritualizing Dharma

Working Together for
    Greater Good of Humanity

A group of religious leaders accompanied by seven government officials from Indonesia came 

to visit Tzu Chi in Taiwan. Yesterday, when they were here at the Abode, we exchanged views 

on many issues. All of us are very concerned about the world and we discussed what we 

can do to help mitigate disasters and bring peace and harmony to people's minds. As we all 

share the same ideal, we also share the same worry about the world.

Indeed, the true spirit of religion is to guide people to walk the right path in life and inspire love 

in everyone. As long as a religion leads people toward the correct direction, I am sure it will 

benefit humanity. Hearing what these religious leaders shared, I deeply feel that if all religions 

can work together to inspire and pool everyone's love together, it will greatly benefit our 

world. 

▌Excerpted from Master Cheng Yen's Speech at the Volunteers' Morning Assembly 

on September 27th and 28th

TIMA
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Among them, there was a Catholic priest who mentioned to me that in Bahasa Indonesian, 

“Tzu Chi” sounds like the word “purity.” So, he wanted to know why we named our 

organization “Tzu Chi” and what “Tzu Chi” means. I told him that “Tzu” is about bringing 

peace and blessings to everyone in the world, and “Chi” is about feeling others' suffering as 

our own. Apart from giving people what they need, we also encourage everyone to give and 

become spiritually rich. It's not true that the poor have nothing to give. What they have at 

least is a loving heart. As long as they give rise to a loving heart, they'll be able to contribute.

I'm truly happy to have met those religious leaders yesterday. All of them shared with me how 

worried they are about our world, and what they can do to inspire people to give. They have 

all witnessed how dedicated Tzu Chi volunteers are and they are all very moved.

Take for example Tzu Chi volunteers in Medan, Indonesia. Whenever there are disasters in 

Medan, they will quickly mobilize to provide relief. They're able to do so because the local 

government will notify Tzu Chi whenever they need help. The local government and the 
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army will also join our volunteers in carrying out relief work. With the concerted effort of 

the government, the army, and local Tzu Chi volunteers, those who have been affected by 

disasters have been able to receive aid quickly and begin life anew. 

Yesterday, the president and general secretary of the China Charity Federation (CCF) also 

came to visit me at the Abode. CCF is a charity organization in China. With many affiliates 

in China and overseas, they have provided much aid to those in need. They also wish to 

continue working with Tzu Chi to carry out more charity work with the spirit of love and 

respect.

Today, TIMA participants from 19 countries are gathered at Jing Si Hall for the annual TIMA 

conference. I would like to express my sincerity and good wishes to welcome all participants. 

Every year we pray the event would not be affected by the climate, and it would be a platform 

for technical interaction and spiritual encouragement. In order for the event to be successful, 

I am grateful for the volunteers from all over Taiwan, especially volunteers from Kaohsiung for 

being in charge of the dining, accommodation and the participants’ daily needs. It requires 

teamwork and countless effort to make the event possible and successful.

No matter what country TIMA visits, every visit embodies gratefulness and love, so even the 

most rural townships where no medical facility exists, could receive medicine and care. It is an 

accumulation of everyone’s devotion that TIMA could extend to all corners of the world. From 

Silent Mentors to Great Healers, everyone strives to elevate the quality of medical care. There 

are indeed many suffering people in the world. That's why we need more living bodhisattvas 

to relieve the suffering of people. So, no matter where we are in the world, we must work hard 

to inspire more living bodhisattvas. (Translated by Kim Ning and Jenny Lee)  
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A four-day session of simulated surgery on silent mentors was to be conducted at Tzu Chi 

University. 

In this session of the simulated surgery, covering orthopedics, ENT, dental, and plastic 

surgeries, in addition to obstetrics and gynecology, all the eight silent mentors are female. 

Great Love and Selflessness
▌Written by Chen Qing-Rui      Photographed by Lin Fu-De, Zhao Sai-Yen, Chen Zheng-Dong

Translated by Jeff Lu      Edited by Julie Hu
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Due to this golden opportunity, one and half a 

days of the session is reserved for obstetrics and 

gynecology. This session will accommodate a 

group of 176 attendees including 45 professionals, 

112 students and 19 TIMA members, from six 

countries and areas including Taiwan, Mainland 

China, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and the 

United States of America.

Before the surgery is to begin, a solemn Buddhist 

ceremony was held on Sept. 26. Eight Tzu Chi 

abode masters led the family members and the 

medical professionals, chanting all the way, to 

the spot where the eight silent mentors were 

surrounded by praying medical volunteers. Each 

family member was guided to a position near their 

own relative.
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Five of the eight silent mentors had been Tzu Chi Commissioners. Former commissioner Tsai 

Yu-Chu was the mother of abode master De Mai. When the faces of the silent mentors were 

revealed, after corners of the reincarnation sheets were partly rolled back, the family members 

just could not control their emotions, and at one point abode master De Mai was choked up, 

with tears in her eyes.

Among the younger family members who were bowing to pay their respects, a lady supported 

by crutches also kept on bowing. When assisted to her feet, she was all in tears. The grief of 

the family members as they were parting once again with their beloved silent mentors, made 

all of us salute with admiration their bravery and unselfishness.

To avoid any errors in surgery on patients, the silent mentors inspired the doctors and 

residents by letting them do clinical research on their material remains. The spirit and 

determination of the silent mentors in transforming their love from small love to big love are 

admirable. The teaching of the real meaning of life, through the enlightenment of Tzu Chi 

humanity education, adds value to the Chinese traditional arrangement of simply cremating 

the bodies of the deceased. 
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At the main hall of the Jing Si Hall, TIMA members from 19 different countries were seated. 

After singing the Tzu Chi Anthem, Dr. Tissot Low, Director of Respiratory Care Center and Head 

Nurse Lin Yi-Jing, who are emcees for the ceremony, thanked all members who traveled long 

distances to attend this convention. Not even the wind and rain from Typhoon Jelawat could 

dampen everyone's enthusiasm.  

A Chinese dance performance, with Chinese calligraphy in the back ground brought out the 

theme of this year's convention: “Past and Present, Change and the Unchanged.” 

Dr Lin Chin-Lon, CEO of Tzu Chi Medical Mission spoke and declared the convention officially 

opened. He said that during the next 3 days, all members will witness what have been the changes 

of TIMA over the last 14 years: ages, location, equipment, number of hospitals and personnel. And 

also witness what is not to be changed; that is, through love and caring, joy is derived.

Opening Ceremony
▌Written by Suen Yee Chui      Edited by Julie Hu
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Master Cheng Yen ever said: “When you walk, you leave behind your footprints. When you 

see, you leave with you your memories.” Dr. Lin urged all members, when they return to their 

respective countries, not only to share with fellow medical professionals what they have done, 

but also share with them what they have seen at the convention. “Take a look not only at the 

scenery of Hualien, also take a look at our hospital, our medical staffs, our non-medical staffs 

and also our logistic staffs. Invite medical professionals from your country to participate in next 

year’s convention, which is also the 15th Anniversary of TIMA.”

Dr. Lin also lamented that the medical profession 

are now too profit centered. And we must prevent 

it from being too commercialize. We must also not 

forget and uphold the core value of the profession, 

which is the treating the patient as the priority, and 

take every illness treated as a lesson so as to obtain 

the objective of “Protecting Lives, Protecting Health, 

and Protecting Love.” It is also Master’s wish for a 

patient centered medical profession and the respect 

for lives.

The convention leaders led everyone in chanting 

this convention slogan: “TIMA! Go! TIMA! GO! TIMA! 

Go! Go! Go!” 
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Changed and the Unchanged 
of Tzu Chi Medical Mission

Tzu Chi Medical Mission has been lasting for more than 40 years. In the past decades, there 

were some changes; however, some things remain unchanged. Dr. Chin-Lon Lin, CEO of 

Medical Mission of Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation, began his speech with a Da-Ai news clip 

tracing the history of Tzu Chi Medical Mission. 

▌Written by Richard Chen      Edited by Asaly Chen and Siri Su
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Tzu Chi Medical Mission was initiated from Tzu Chi’s 

first free clinic in 1972, and a milestone of the mission 

is building the first Tzu Chi hospital in Hualien in 1986. 

Since then, a total of six hospitals were built across 

Taiwan to help relieve patients’ pains and sickness. 

This is a change. In 1996, Tzu Chi International Medical 

Association (TIMA) was founded and currently, there 

are 40 service points over the world and TIMA is 

entering its seventeenth year. This is a change. In 2000, 

Tzu Chi Hospital received ISO certification and is the 

only hospital receiving this certification in Taiwan, and it 

is a change. In 2012, Tzu Chi Hospital received the Top 

100 Taiwan Brands award and is the only hospital that 

was awarded, and again, this is a change.  

There are many changes along the path of the history 

of Tzu Chi Medical Mission. However, there are still some things that never changed. Dr. Lin 

presented a video clip of the sixteenth anniversary of Tzu Chi Dalin hospital. The doctors 

beating the drums were different from the doctors beating the drums in its first anniversary.  The 

drums were also different from the drums used in the first anniversary. However, the “love and 

caring” spirits of these doctors are not different from those of the doctors in the first anniversary. 

In 2012, the seventh hospital was built in Suzhou, China with the “love and caring” attitude, just 

the same as that of the other six Tzu Chi Hospitals, and this remains unchanged. 

Dr. Lin encouraged the audience with the Jing Si Aphorism from Master Cheng Yen, “As long 

as we have affinity, worry not the lateness; now that we found the way, worry not the distance”. 

“March forward with love and joy”, he said.

In his conclusion, Dr. Lin introduced Suzhou Tzu Chi Health Promotion Center, and encouraged 

all the TIMA members to visit this hospital. 
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Dental Surgeon Dr. Chen Jian-Quan takes part in the Los Angeles Free Clinic every day. He 

always keeps in mind Master Cheng Yen’s words: “As a good medical professional, one must 

not only treat the patient’s physical illness, but also see to their psychological and emotional 

needs.” Although his profession is only to take care of patient’s dental health, he always 

A Caring and Loving Heart  
Dr. Chen Jian-Quan, Los Angeles Free Clinic

▌Article provided by Tzu Chi Foundation staff      Translated by Suen Yee Chui      Edited by Johan Alwall
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makes the extra effort to check the patient’s medical history. He is always very attentive and 

caring towards his patients.

   

Dr. Chen’s family is well known for their charity contributions. When he was young, his father 

encouraged him to work as a volunteer in an orphanage. Later, he brought his own children 

to the orphanage too. Dr. Chen said he once saw his son holding the hand of a dying AIDS 

patient, and he was very moved. He vowed to become a full time volunteer dentist for the rest 

of his life.

At his clinic, Dr. Chen often encounters patients who only speak Spanish. To be able to better 

help these patients, he took a basic Spanish class, memorizing 120 Spanish sentences. He 

often practices his Spanish with his dental assistant Mayra Salazar at the Tzu Chi free clinic.

He believes that the patients will feel more at ease if we can speak their language. The patient 

will not be so nervous, and there will be less distance between patient and doctor. Everybody 

praises Dr. Chen for his wisdom. 

Root canal treatment can take a lot of time, but Dr. Chen is willing to spend the whole day 

in the clinic to perform treatment for his patients. The challenge gets even bigger since the 

equipment is sometimes inadequate.

Dr. Chen can not bear to see people suffer. He once treated 4 patients in a day, spending 

over 2 hours on each patient. At the end of the day, his vision was blurred and his finger was 

bruised, but he just bandaged it and carried on with his work. He always considers the health 

of his patients as his top priority. 
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Dr. Lin Lian-Hui, who is a member of Malaysia’s TIMA, often performs sign language songs 

during home visits to show his care for the families. Dr. Lin’s mother passed away after 

delivering his younger brother, and her sudden death led Dr. Lin to vow to become a doctor. 

His passion was met by other medical professionals who volunteer with Tzu Chi.

“As long as you can save lives, you are Bodhisattvas. You are Bodhisattvas whenever you 

grasp the opportunity to help others.” This Still Thoughts Aphorism best describes the 

To Serve the Needy Ones  
Lin Lian-Hui, MD., Los Angeles Free Clinic

▌Article provided by Tzu Chi Foundation staff      Translated by Jerome Wu      Edited by Siri Su
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doctors in TIMA Kuala Lumpur. Doctors take terms during the weekly outdoor free clinics held 

in Kuala Lumpur, serving without asking for anything in return, and Dr. Lin is one of them.

Since the opening of the free clinic in Barsen, Dr. Lin has always been there, regardless of 

how busy his own clinic is. He said that he finds joy and the peace in mind in participating in 

Tzu-Chi’s free clinics. “This spiritual reward can never be replaced by money.” He also wishes 

to dedicate himself more diligently in the future.

On June 14, 2008, Mr. Hsieh Wei-Yang, the director of department of Religious Affairs of Tzu 

Chi Foundation, received the invitation for the disaster relief mission from the Government 

of Myanmar. Until this date, three consecutive teams had traveled to Myanmar to carry out 

disaster relief mission. TIMA members also participated in the third team, to deliver medical 

care and assist the distribution of relief goods. 

Dr. Lin said that when he set his feet on the flooded land in Myanmar, he saw the local 

residents using plastic sheet as the roof and bamboo as the pillar for their so called “home”. 

“These residents were so happy to see us. They were content with their simple homes and 

lived happily, without complaints,” Dr. Lin felt the residents’ strength coming from their hearts 

and he was touched by their purity.

After joining TIMA, he became more convinced that Tzu-Chi’s principles guide in the right 

direction, especially the practice of recycling. Now whenever his children want to buy things, 

he reminds them to think about whether they need these goods, so they would not be 

creating more garbage in this world.  

“The Earth is seriously ill like a patient in ICU (intensive care unit)!” After joining TIMA, these 

words almost became Dr. Lin’s mantra. Moreover, he became vegetarian and goes to work 

riding a bicycle. He tells his patients about the serious situation of earth. In Barsen’s free clinic, 

he takes each opportunity to share his learning with the other doctors, even during lunch 

time. He already commits himself to use all his strength as a doctor to “not only cure the sick, 

but also to heal the wounded Earth”. 
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Goodies in the Trunk
▌Written by Chao Sui-Yuan and Chung Wen-Yin      Photographed by Chou Shin-Hong

Translated by Asaly Chen      Edited by Julie Hu
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“Good morning, brother Ching-Tan. What are you bringing us today?” The sister volunteer 

of the culinary team asked curiously. Brother Lu Ching-Tan, tall and strong, walked in with 

a beaming smile like the Maitreya. The volunteers in their blue and white uniforms were 

gathered at the platform of Kaohsiung train station early in the morning of September 26 and 

preparing to board the train bound for Jing Si Hall in Hualien.

After arrival in Hualien, someone asks “Brother Ching-Tan, why are you pulling the trunk into 

the kitchen?”

They saw him opening the trunk, taking out the contents one by one - wasabi, crispy 

powders, jelly powders and olives. It’s the first time he has taken the role of chief chef for the 

annual TIMA Convention. “I bought these in Kaohsiung, since sometimes it’s not easy to get 

them elsewhere. I feel more comfortable bringing them myself.”

Fifteen of the total of twenty six culinary team members checked in just past noon. They 

did not stop to rest even once after check-in. Some people started cleaning the bowls and 

plates, some checked the remaining water in the teapots on the tables. Everyone got on the 

job immediately to finish the first task.

Lu Ching-Tan told them that there is a central kitchen in the Jing Si Hall. The current tasks 

are just to support and assist. The main task will be the meal for the dinner of the Moon 

Festival Party on the evening of 30 September. He plans to prepare 7 dishes for the party. 

For the attendees from South East Asia, the first dish is the “Stinky Bean Curd”, followed 

by “Vegetarian Nuggets”, “Baked Vegan Eel”, etc. The rest of the menus will be announced 

in the next two days. There are attendees from 19 different countries with different dietary 

habits, but the culinary team is confident of delivering the vegetarian cuisines with good 

appearance, aroma, and taste, and giving a home-coming feeling for all the attendees from 

far-off countries. 
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Prior to the commencement of TIMA conference, the medical staff from Hualien Tzu Chi 

Hospital teamed up to prepare marinated chili peppers. Marinated chili pepper is a well-famed 

local side-dish in Eastern Taiwan. Although pungent in taste, once the pepper is marinated in 

flavored soy sauce, the heat fades and it becomes an uplifting relish for the palate. Last year, 

the chili peppers received wide popularity, hence, the medical team led by Superintendent 

Ruey-Ho Kao, continues the provision of the chili peppers this year, hoping everyone could 

get a taste of the capsaicin fiery! 

Marinated Chili Peppers
▌Written by Peng Wei-Yun      Translated by Jenny Lee
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Streams of Participants 
Arrive by Midnight

▌Written Hsieh Hwa-Mei      Translated by George Lin      Edited by Julie Hu

Hualien Train Station was quite lively the evening of Sept. 27, with about 500 overseas TIMA 

members from 19 countries and regions, along with many volunteers from across Taiwan, 

arriving at their Spiritual Home.

They heard the familiar Homecoming song long before reaching the exit of the train station. 

The welcoming lines extended to the parking lot from the exit. It was a heartwarming picture, 

with all members and volunteers together. Although some of the trains arrived late, all 

members were greeted like one family, and they were all smiling and energetic in spite of their 

long journeys.

Volunteers from Haiti were especially welcomed because of the long distance they had 
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traveled. They were very happy without being even a little bit tired, and said their greatest 

hope is to see the Master.” New arrivals and the welcoming party waved and greeted each 

other, saying loudly “Master, we’ve come home!”. “Welcome! Welcome!” “Thank You! Thank 

You!” Sounds of greeting were everywhere. 

Even though some members have come back many times, they are still very joyful and 

inspired. One member who came back for the first time said that she felt “pretty excited 

to come back home to see the Master!” A handicapped member sitting in a wheelchair 

said hello to everyone with a smile, even though she was a bit tired. She is Weng Yi-Zhen, 

from Malaysia. That morning, she had suffered from acute enterogastritis with dehydration 

symptoms. Luckily, doctors on the Malaysian team have taken good care of her, and she 

insisted on coming back to the spiritual home.

Ten buses brought in all the arriving members and volunteers from the Hualien Station. The 

Response Team had also organized an “Umbrella Team”, because of the drizzling rain earlier. 

Fortunately, the rain had stopped when they exited the train station. So, “the Umbrella Team” 

joined “the Greeting Team”.

In another 3 hours, not long before dawn, at 1:30a.m. on September 28th, 53 members from 

Malaysia and Singapore arrived at Hualien Station. Although it was late night already, when 

they came out of the railway station, it was still a happy moment with smiles. 
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A Bright Life from Good Affinities 
with Tzu Chi People

▌Written by Shih De-Cheng and Huang Ming-Jye, Director of Dentistry, Hualien Tzu Chi Medical Center      

Edited by Siri Su

Silent Mentor: Ho Ze-Mei 
Lung Adenocarcinoma

Passed away at the age of 56
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Our Tzu Chi sister, Ho Ze-Mei, Dharma name 

as Tzu Sheng, is a very senior volunteer in 

Kaohsiung as she is certif ied as a Tzu Chi 

commissioner in the early years of Tzu Chi. 

(now there are around 60 thousand certified 

commissioners, and her member number is 

about 2000 plus) She is a volunteer with great 

compassion and forms marvelous affinities 

with people. Over the past 20 years of getting 

involved in Tzu Chi’s activ it ies, she never 

forgets to take Master’s missions as her very 

own and keeps cultivating herself to do good 

deeds in her whole life. 

Sister Ze-Mei is responsible for students’ daily meals in Tzu Chi Senior High School 

Affiliated with Tzu Chi University and Tzu Chi College of Technology. She cared for 

children very much, and hopes that they can enjoy vegetarian food and not to eat 

meat dishes. From this point, she truly cared for the children’s health and well-being. In 

her mind, she has a wish, which is to help Master Cheng Yen promote vegetarianism; 

therefore, not only does she devote herself doing this culinary work, but her two sons join 

this meaningful work with her. 

   

Because of this, Sister Ze-Mei has formed good affinities with many people in Tzu Chi’s 

world. She might not be well-known, but she had indeed served many people in her 

life. Once she mentions that if we cook the meals with all our heart, people can feel our 

care and our respect from them. At many of the training camps we organized, for our 

volunteers in Taiwan or overseas, she is often there to prepare meal for everyone. Also, 

whenever there is any disaster occurring, she would immediately go to disaster area to 

prepare hot meals for victims and rescuers, hoping her food with love can bring warmth 

and blessing to them. Even, when she had been diagnosed with lung adenocarcinoma, 

she still devoted herself participating Tzu Chi International relief program in Japan and 

North Korea. 
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However, our volunteer Ze-Mei passed away on July 24, 2012. Many people are indeed 

very grieved including one of our Directors who taught in our high school before. The 

teacher said this to our sister sorrowfully to express her gratitude toward sister, “Sister 

Ze-Mei, I’m Director Zeng. When I was serving at Tzu Chi High School, I ate the breakfast 

you made all the time. The kids also grew up eating the food you cooked. Thank you very 

much.” Actually, not only those teachers and students are benefited from her kindness 

and love, sister Ze-Mei would also sent some extra dessert and snacks, such as soybean 

milk, bread, etc, to the monastic in Jing Si Abode. 

   

    During her illness, she keeps telling her family to give Tzu Chi their continued support 

and to help Master with missions. With her family support, she happily agreed to sign the 

body donation contract to benefit students of medical school. Although she is only 54 

years old, with such short length of life, her wisdom life has grown a lot as she worked 

to serve others. As a result, she was quite blessed. As we know whether one can lead 

a beautiful life doesn’t depend on the length of one’s life, but on whether one can bring 

breadth to one’s life. And form deep affinities with others. And all this is what Ze-Mei had 

done. So, she’d truly lived a life of breadth and depth. 
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Lee Shen-Feng was a Tzu Chi volunteer with kind and 

gentle personality. She was very humble and kept 

a low-profile. She always showed her consideration 

for others and worked very responsibly. She was 

perfectly oriented and had clear logical thinking. Ever 

since Teacher Association of Tzu Chi established 

“Da-Ai mama(volunteer story tellers)” program, which 

goes to schools on a regular base to share the basic 

of living attitude, she volunteered as an orientation 

supervisor and treasurer of the PTA (parents and 

teachers association) at the elementary school. During 

her volunteering, she helped people passionately; 

fulfilled her duties faithfully and uncomplainingly. The 

elementary school awarded her a complimentary 

plaque to recognize her selfless dedication.

In 2000, Shen-Feng’s mother donated her body to the medical school of Tzu Chi University 

upon her family's encouragement. At that time, Shen-Feng also committed that she would 

donate her body to benefit medical research in the future. Because of her enjoyment of 

Silent Mentor: Lee Shen-Feng 
Gastric Cancer

Passed away at the age of 50

The Light of Wisdom and 
Compassion

▌Written by Kung Fu-Tsai, Director of Gyn. & Obs., Kaohsiung Chang Gung Hospital, Ding Dah-Ching, Director 

of Gyn., Hualien Tzu Chi Medical Center      Translated by Iris Chen      Edited by Simon Chen and PJ Chen



26

Past and Present - Change and the Unchanged
傳統現代 變與不變

September 29

國際慈濟人醫會年會
TIMA Annual Conference 2012

Sow the Goodness布善種子

布善種子
Sow the Goodness

27

teaching, she usually taught at Tzu Chi Children classes, and worked hard on developing 

curriculums. She introduces the teaching of the Dharma into the class, to teach children the 

way of life. Her passion of education led her to devote continuously by donating her body for 

the purpose of the surgical simulation training.

Last year, Shen-Feng took a medical check at hospital due to suffering from heartburn 

and hyperacidity. One malign tumor was found in her stomach and she took surgery and 

chemotherapy. After 2 months of treatment, she gained her strength and recovered steadily. 

Their whole family even visited Huisun National Forest and enjoyed a wonderful vacation 

there. However, after the Chinese lunar year, Shen-Feng began to lose her appetite. The 

tumor recrudesced so she took another chemotherapy treatment. Shen-Feng’s daughter 

recalled when she was still studying at university she would call her mother to seek support 

whenever she felt stress or in bad mood. She got the encouragement to keep going from 

her mother’s love and wisdom.  While taking care of her mother at the time of her treatment, 

she felt distressed and worried about her mother’s situation. But once her mother became 

better, she would feel happy for her. Throughout the treatment, her mother always kept her 

cheerfulness and positive thinking despite her pain and suffering.

During Shen-Feng’s sickness period of time, she constantly gave her daughter big hugs. Such 

motivating response had inspired her daughter and intimated their family relationship. Even 

after she had got weaker and eventually transferred into the hospices, her son still sensed 

her braveness and strength in fighting against the illness until she had rested in peace. The 

impression Shen-Feng left to her son during this period has made his determination to pursue 

his opportunity of medical practice in order to help and save lives in the future. One time 

when Master Cheng-Yen visited Kaohsiung in her regular itinerary, she admirably expressed 

that Shen-Feng was a highly blessed person as she heard about her story.

What Shen-Feng’s family could remember the most about her is mainly her characteristics of 

optimism, responsiveness, and perfectionism. She was so kind and generous to every family 

member and every friend. She also worked hard and sincerely for her every responsibility, for 

which she constantly composed her curriculums until midnight just to make them perfect. In 

spite of her dedication at work and the painful illness she had gone through, Shen-Feng had 

always made herself a good friend of her kids to share tears and laughter. Sometimes when 
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her daughter called to concern her condition during her illness, she usually responded at ease 

and in return encouraged the kid to keep the life going enthusiastically and optimistically.

Many of our Tzu Chi volunteers had accompanied Shen-Feng during her treatment of cancer. 

The way that everyone extended own family love to concern Shen-Feng with warmth had also 

brought us together as a big family of Tzu Chi. Since Shen-Feng was very hospitable, she 

welcomed everyone from this big family to visit her passionately just like usual, even during 

her illness. Everyone visited her always perceived her positive thinking and optimistic attitude. 

Under her illness condition, she still continuously reminded other volunteers to take good care 

of their voluntary responsibilities whenever she had a chance.

According to another Tzu Chi volunteer who used to work together with Shen-Feng, she was 

very popular and generous to all of her friends. She was a very good listener who friends 

were willing to share personal secret with. She behaved very optimistic and hardy during her 

treatment, even though the treatment was really torturing. One last special thing about Shen-

Feng that her husband indicated dismally is that she behaved very meditatively though she 

was unable to eat and suffered a lot. 
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A Respectful Amateur Artist
▌Written by Lu Ming-Chuan and Wu Meng-Si, Plastic Surgeon, Hualien Tzu Chi Medical Center     

Translated by Ruby Chou      Edited by Julie Hu

Silent Mentor: Chang Liu-Yueh 
Acute Respiratory Failure

Passed away at the age of 87
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A Nat i ve  o f  Yuan l in  Townsh ip , 

Changhwa County, Chang Liu-Yueh 

helped her family with farming work 

since her childhood. She did not have 

a chance to go to school. At age 

twenty, she married and started her 

new life.

She and her husband ran a cake 

shop in Yuanlin and worked very hard 

to raise their ten children. Even though life had been difficult for their family, she managed very 

well. As a mother, she realized that it was important for their children to be well educated, 

although they’re always short of money, she put all the resources into their education, hoping 

they could all finished college.

Because her oldest son was working at Tzu Chi, she learned about Tzu Chi, and started to 

pay attention to Tzu Chi’s news reports and charity. 

After many years, her children were all married and settled down properly. She returned to her 

home town and started to paint. At the age of seventy, she, with no prior training in painting, 

created many unique, bright and colorful paintings reflected the way she viewed her life - a bit 

abstract or difficult to read. Her paintings were widely praised and won some awards.

Three years ago, Sister Chang Liu-Yueh moved to Taipei to live with her son. She had 

contacts with Tzu Chi volunteers, and then realized that Tzu Chi medical services are different 

from others and she gained further understanding of Tzu Chi’s missions. In her later years, 

she promised to donate her body for simulation surgery purposes after her death. She 

emphasized that she would rather that the medical students make mistakes while doing 

surgery on a Silent Mentor’s body than make one single mistake on a living patient. 
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Ms. Tsai was from a well-to-do family in Kaohsiung, Taiwan. She was delicate and 

pretty as a girl, and considered beautiful by her class mates. She was married to a 

government employee, becoming a dutiful housewife, and had a son and a daughter. 

She and her husband divorced, and she then was a single mom to her two children 

Silent Mentor: Tsai Yu-Chu 
Pneumionia Resulted in Sepsis and Septic Shock

Passed away at the age of 78

A Pearl of Wisdom
▌Written by Hong Mun-Kun, Attending doctor of Gysn. & Obs., Hualien Tzu Chi Medical Center     

Translated by Earl Liang      Edited by Simon Chen and Julie Hu
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until they grew up. They recall her as a kind and friendly mother. She took care of them 

wholeheartedly, preparing their school lunch boxes every day, and even bringing the 

lunch boxes to school personally. She was very open-minded and liked to learn new 

activities such as dancing, singing, etc. Ms. Tsai was a very independent person and 

tried not to bother others. While learning to dance, her partners were her kids. She 

was also a righteous woman who often corrected the wrongdoing of others without 

hesitation. Ms Tsai’s attitude toward children was wide and open. She stood by her kids 

whenever they made up their mind to do things they were interested in or they knew 

they wanted to do. She encouraged her daughter Deh-Mai to become a nun. Ms. Tsai 

was fond of traveling, and her family traveled many places abroad and locally, thus 

giving her children lots of good memories.

How she joined Tzu Chi and signed up for body donation?
Ms Tsai’s relationship with Tzu Chi Foundation originated from her daughter, Master De 

Mai. Since De Mai knew and recognized Tzu Chi very well and had been a volunteer for 

a long time, she welcomed her mother and her brother to join Tzu Chi Foundation and 

finally she became a nun.  

 

Ms Tsai had no objection of her daughter’s wish to be a nun, however, she often urged 

her daughter to come back and to take care of herself. Later, when her grandson grew 

older, Ms Tsai participated in Tzu Chi's recycling activity. She often donated money to 

Tzu Chi which she obtained by selling recycled items. Several times she was severely 

injured from car accidents but she did not withdraw from her recycling work. She was 

so determined to work hard incessantly.

Ms Tsai was a vegetarian for more than 10 years. Although she was not rich, there have 

been three members of Tzu Chi Honorary Board Members Association in her family. Her 

husband will be another member later on. Obviously her family members are committed 

to Tzu Chi.

A fatal accident
In her old age, Ms. Tsai suffered amnesia. She sometimes forgot the road to her home. 

Her kids still blame themselves for not stopping their mom from riding the motorcycle 



32

Past and Present - Change and the Unchanged
傳統現代 變與不變

September 29

國際慈濟人醫會年會
TIMA Annual Conference 2012

Sow the Goodness布善種子

布善種子
Sow the Goodness

while recalling their mom's road accident. It was a rainy evening when Ms. Tsai rode 

the motorcycle and lost her way on the way home. Due to the bad weather and her 

nervousness, a road accident occurred.

She suffered a hemorrhage of the brain in combination with pneumonia that developed, 

and she passed away. Since she had mentioned to her children her commitment about 

the body donation to Tzu Chi for anatomy study or simulated surgery to benefit society, 

her children donated her body to Tzu Chi after Ms. Tsai passed away.

Ms. Tsai’s last words and hope
Ms Tsai’s daughter revealed that her mother hoped her great sacrifice would not only 

benefit the surgeons' skills but also enhance the morality of the doctors so that they will 

treat all patients as family and continue to benefit society with their skills. 


